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them ; that it was but some 60J. yearly loss to the King, and the payment might rain some hundreds of persons.
July 4. I received an answer from my Lord Halifax, which gave me some hopes that some stop would be put to the collecting of this duty upon them.
July 12. I made a visit to the Duke of Newcastle, who entertained me with great kindness for two days. I had some affairs to discourse with him from my Lord Halifax, in which I received all satisfaction. He gave me a mare and foal at our parting, of his own breed.
July 15. His grace came with me to llothcrham, where we made also a visit to the Duke of Norfolk, lately come into the country with intention topbuild at the college there, it being his duchess's jointure.
July 18. Was our sessions at Eotlicrham, where I gave the charge to the jury. The same day the Duke of Norfolk invited me and all the rest of the justices to dinner. We were eight there in number ; viz., Sir Henry Marwood, Sir Michael Went worth of Woolley, Sir llulpli Knight, Mr. Edmonds, Mr. Blythman, Mr. Bamsden, Mr. Jessop, and myself. The laws having been put more vigorously in execution against nonconformists of late than heretofore, Mr. Jessop (a known favourer of dissenters) made some scruple to join with us in that proceeding. After a long debate in a private room to satisfy his doubts in that point, he cast some reflcetioiiH on the proceedings of the justices in their former sessions an well as on those there present, declaring that all their proceedings and warrants were illegal; to which I replied that it was something saucy to arraign so many gentlemen of quality concerned in the commission of the peace for his single opinion. He stood up and retorted with great insolency: ' You are very impudent.' At winch words I took up a leaden standish (he sitting behind a table, and at some distance from me), and threw it at his face, where the edge lighting upon his cheek cut it quite through.